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REVIEW OF NOVEMBER 2005…
Our Environment 
Takes A Back Seat!

Hurricanes, Tsunamis, threat of an 
election, local elections, failure to 
solve the softwood dispute with our 

neighbour, United States takes first place in 
our news. However, there is much more which 
concerns an environmental organization!

Our woods continue to be clear cut. We have 
a beetle problem. Mills are being closed - no 
longer do the logging companies have to 
process logs in the area where they are cut. 
Loggers report waste as trees are cut so that 
companies can sell them as raw logs - often 
some of the tree is left on the ground because 
it does not meet the requirements - when it 
could have been processed by small mills.

Too many other priorities mean that a National 
Park in the South Okanagan is not getting 
the promotion it needs; in fact, there is little 
we hear from those working on the process.

Meanwhile much work in our Provincial 
Parks has been privatized and even if we 
hear rumours about second thoughts, re-fees, 
upkeep etc… we wonder if the contracts are of 
sufficient length that change cannot take place? 
The Kettle Valley Trestles in Myra Canyon 
continue to be replaced and that is good news!

Government 
Funding Of Outdoor 
Recreation Lacking

A major decline in government com-
mitment and services to outdoor 
recreation has occurred. The BC 

Ministry of Forests’ recreation programme 
has been decimated. BC Parks has lost staff, 
and there has been a 25% drop in park visits. 
Parks are being increasingly commercialized. 
What can, or should, ORC do? We have pro-
tested these service cuts to service in many 
letters and attended many meetings. Is the 
inevitably approaching federal election a 
chance to query candidates about their posi-
tions on outdoor recreation? Although, we 
are not a lobby group we think that asking 
questions of political candidates whenever 
feasible could be useful.
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Two Years After Fire 
Park In Bloom Again

From a landscape of dark and grey, 
the charred forest south and east 
of Kelowna has blossomed into the 

colours of each of the two growing seasons 
since the Okanagan Mountain Park fire 
altered the landscape. Against a backdrop 
of blackened spires, the bright green new 
growth, the yellow of arnica, blue of lupine, 
purple of fireweed and white of daisies is in 
sharp contrast. 

It has been two years last week since flames 
followed smoke over the hill into Kelowna, 
and plant, animal and human communities 
have been busy in that time rebuilding. The 
natural regeneration of a forest is an exciting 
thing to watch, as biology teacher, Harold 
Baumbrough clearly illustrated with a slide 
presentation this week. (At March 10/06 
OSPS annual meeting, Harold Baumbrough 
will present “Recovery pictures of the park”). 
However, his description of what he recorded 

faithfully every week occurring on one plot of 
land includes very little about trees returning 
to the landscape.

With a fire as severe as this one, many of 
the cones that would be opened by natural 
fires in this ecosystem were so completely 
destroyed by the heat of this fire that the seeds 
themselves were even fried. Baumbrough 
describes finding rocks which have fractured 
and splintered from the heat. That’s a danger 
that climbers returning to favourite spots in 
the fire-affected area will also face. Because of 
our fire suppression efforts in recent history, 
when the layer of dead and dry material on 
the forest floor caught fire, it didn’t just race 
through, lightly burning off dead grasses and 
moving on. Instead, it burned hot and created 
intense heat, taking venerable old firs and 
pines as well as just their dead lower limbs.

Even the thick-barked ponderosa pines and 
Douglas firs went up like torches in the heat 
of this fire, as did their cones, complete with 
the seeds which should have been released 
to start a new forest. In Cedar Mountain 
Regional Park, there are areas where the fire 
burned at its most severe, it doesn’t appear 
that there’s much natural regeneration of 
evergreens. I would suspect the same is true 
in much of Okanagan Mountain Park, but 
the province has said it doesn’t intend to do 
any replanting in provincial parks, so it could 
be a long time before trees return to those 
rocky slopes.

Judie Steeves 
Western, August 21, 2005


