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BC Government at War y ju Wolyas

i :l[

ey Wolf in BC Under Fire

wasn't difficult enough for these highly

social, intelligent apex predators to make a

goof it in BC, the Ministry of Forests, Lands

~ and Natural Resource Operations (wildlife in

 BCisstrangely not managed by the Ministry

~ of Environment) released its Draft Manage-

- ment Plan for the Grey Wolf in British Co-
~ lumbia.

‘The plan starts out by referring to many of
important ecological functions that wolves
ibute to BC’s natural environment, and if

stopped reading it half-way through you

mlght think that BC was managing wolves
- with some regard to conservation. However,

. by Section 7: Current Management Frame-
work of the draft, it becomes apparent that
overndmg objective is to increase wolf

i trappmg and kill-control programs

plan recommends splitting manage-
jectives into two zones. The first zone,

: stock predation is an issue) is to en-
extermination of wolves by all means
2s year-round open seasons and/or no

d in some cases targeted removal of in-

; “Ih second zone describes wolf

arily concerned with providing

1g opportunities with controls on har-
ason lengths and bag limits.” There

tat protection for endangered caribou

on methods but the plan does

lves as the most humane method

the “harvesting” of wolves, as

at or barley. It further states the

ng populations throughout
wolves in this province

than 34 per cent of a wolf popula-

for wolves or of what it actually
or extended family with trap-

r legal means outlined in the
t of reduced genetic diversity
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caused by unnatural levels of human-
caused mortality.
Under section 7.1.1 titled “Har-
vest Management,” the plan refers
to “.. ethics such as fair chase and
humane treatment are recognized.”
Yet, poisoning wolves in their natal S
dens and the use of leg-hold o 3!
are accepted methods to kill wolves.
The BC government even allows the
baiting of wolves before they
down with high-powered snowmo
biles and shot in a state of t:xhausﬂn:l..
In the Peace region of northern BC,
local residents are sponsoring wolf~
kill contests that give cash prize'.' 0
contestants for killing the smallest =
and the largest wolves. All sanctioned
by the BC government.
There are no recommendations
to protect habitat for wolves or their :
prey. No discussion about the impor- " 3
tance of wolves to the tourism indus-
try, long term scientific studies, or
education. Despite the fact that 2009 ‘!"3
saw a record amount of wolves killed
in BC, it is clear that the overall in-
tention is to increase open scason,
open-limit and unregulated klllmg’ﬁ'
wolves. .
This plan was in development for
well over a year and yet not a single . s
wildlife conservation group or non=" 4”
government biologist was consulted,
nor was it sent out for scientific peer-
review. Instead, the draft plan was
quietly released in early November
2012 with less than a month given
for public comment. Thankfully, over
2,500 submissions were received with
the vast majority in support of scrap-
ping the plan and in favour of wolf
conservation.
The province will not say when
they will release a final management
plan for BC wolves, but if it is based
on the current draft plan, the future
remains very bleak for one of our
most iconic and ecologically impor-
tant land mammals.
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Tan McAllister is an award-wins . ==
ning author and photographer and "‘
founder of Pacific Wild.
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Learning From OUR PAST - Newsletter Clips from Spring 2005

National Park Notes

ttawa is in the midst of a three-
Oyear study to explore the idea
of a national park in the South
Okanagan-Lower Similkameen, beginning

with a series of open houses in the region
that attracted 900 people.

The next phase is to determine the criteria
for including lands in the park, create some
boundary options, and generate a study to
show how a park would benefit the local
economy.

The study area covers 2,400 square kilometres
- an area roughly extending south of Penticton
to Osoyoos, east to Bridesville and west to
Keremeos — but the ultimate boundaries of
any park would be substantially smaller than
the study area.

No specific boundaries have been proposed,
but during the recent creation of the Gulf
Islands National Park, several provincial
parks in the area were rolled into the national
park, along with new lands purchased by
Ottawa.

In the South Okanagan, the list of new pro-
tected areas includes 9,364-hectare South
Okanagan Grasslands, 25,889-hectare Snowy,
and 3,741-hectare White Lake Grasslands.

Cathedral Park and Crater, should be

included in any management plans for a
National Park.

Thirty percent of B.Cs endangered and
threatened species are found in the South
Okanagan, an area beset by residential devel-
opment, orchards and vineyards. As a result,
the South Okanagan is rated one of the four
most endangered landscapes in Canada.

February 2005

Rules Set For Drilling
In Wildlife Area

ew plans guiding a potential $16
billion worth of oil and gas devel-
opment in one of B.C’s most spec-

tacular regions were announced on Friday
by the provincial government.

The new ‘pre-tenure’ plans detail environ-
mental requirements for companies under-
taking exploration and development of
presumed oil and gas reserves in the 64,000
square kilometre Muskwa-Kechika region in
north central B.C.

They are expected to guide development of
the area through strategies that were custom
developed by the government in consulta-
tion with a stakeholder group that includes

local environmental groups, area residents,
municipal governments, aboriginals and tour-
ism interests.

The plans give direction for conservation of
biological diversity, soil and water resources,
as well as targets for minimizing disturbance
to the general area.

The Vancouver Sun, Sat., May 29, 2004

Dwindling Glaciers
Could Lead To Water
Shortages

e used to say the freshwater held
Win ice in the Rocky Mountains is

about the equivalent of the Great
Lakes. Used to anyway.

This warning was repeated last week by water
ecologist David Schindler of the University of
Alberta. He said we need to plan now for the
time when our rivers might dry to a trickle
by the end of every summer. With the loss of
glacier mass comes aloss in annual river flow.

The less glacier there is on the mountain, the
faster what’s left of it disappears.

Penticton Herald ~ Jan. 31st, 2005
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